Yakima County Fire District 12– Standard Operating Guidelines

SOG 2-2 – Incident Response and General Apparatus Operation

1.0 General

1.1 Purpose.  The purpose of this standard operating guideline is to provide a guideline for District personnel for responses to calls for service and to help ensure that District apparatus are operated with due regard for the safety of the public and the District’s members.

1.2 Scope.  This standard operating guideline shall apply to all members of Yakima County Fire District 12.

1.3 Enforcement.  Enforcement of this standard operating guideline is the responsibility of the District’s officers.  Any person deviating from the provisions of this guideline may be required, at the discretion of the officer in charge, to submit in writing, within five (5) calendar days, an explanation for such deviation to the requesting officer who will forward the explanation up the chain of command for further review.

2. Emergency Response of Personnel

2.1 Assigned Stations.  Upon receiving an alarm from SUNCOMM , personnel are to respond to their stations.

2.2 Stand-by.  Any personnel who arrive at their assigned station, but do not respond on an apparatus should stand-by in quarters until it is clear that no further resources will be needed at the scene. 

2.3 Personal Vehicles.  No personnel are to respond directly to the scene of an incident within the District without the approval of the Incident Commander.  

· Exception.  EMS calls where the responding member must pass the alarm address the member may stop if he/she is equipped with proper PPE. Command Officers if properly equipped may stop at a scene to provide size-up and establish command
2.4 Mutual Aid.  No personnel shall respond to an incident outside of the District in their personal vehicle unless prior approval has been received from the Chief of the District.

2.4.1 Move Ups, Cover Assignments, and Other Mutual Aid Calls.  To the extent it is possible, the most experienced personnel available shall respond on apparatus responding to calls outside the District boundaries.  All members responding outside of District boundaries on an engine must be capable of wearing SCBA and structural firefighting.  Fire Cadets are not permitted to respond outside of the District boundaries.

2.4.2 Mutual Aid Response.  The Officer in Charge will use his/her discretion regarding level of response (code I, II, III) for mutual aid responses, typically second alarm responses are closer to our District and requested early in the incident
2.5 Automatic Aid.  No personnel shall respond to an incident outside of the District in their personal vehicle unless prior approval has been received from the Chief of the District.  All members responding outside of District boundaries on an engine must be capable of wearing SCBA and structural firefighting.  Fire Cadets are not permitted to respond outside of the District boundaries.
2.5.1 Auto Aid Apparatus.  Typically automatic aid responses require one dispatched apparatus however when a crew is on shift we send the shift crew in addition to the apparatus toned out.  If the shift crew is enough to handle the incident the toned out apparatus remains in service to cover the District.
3. Apparatus Staffing
3.1 Apparatus Staffing.  The following is the minimum and maximum staffing permitted for District apparatus:

	Apparatus Type
	Minimum 

Staffing
	Maximum 

Staffing
	      OUT OF DISTRICT
     Min.              Max.

	Engine
	2
	6
	       3
	       4

	Tender
	1
	2
	       2
	       2

	Engine/Tender
	2
	6
	       3
	       4

	Rescue
	1
	5
	       2
	       4

	Command
	1
	 4
	       1
	       2

	Type 6 Brush
	1
	3
	       3
	       4

	
	
	
	
	


3.2 Minimum Staffing.  If the above minimum staffing level cannot be met, the unit shall not enter service or respond to incidents unless directed by the Incident Commander or a Chief Officer.

4. Operation of District Apparatus

4.1 Units Dispatched.   Only those units that are dispatched to an incident shall respond to the scene.  All other units shall stand-by in quarters.  

· Exception:  If a unit fails to respond, a unit from another station may fill in.  Company Officers have the discretion to self-initiate alternative responses depending on the situation given such as their apparatus is in service training/returning etc and will reasonably arrive at the scene quicker than the dispatched apparatus due to time of day/location of incident.
4.2 Unauthorized Persons.  No person who is not a member of the District shall ride on any District fire apparatus without the authorization of an officer of the District.
4.3 Tailboards.   No person shall ride on the tailboard of any District apparatus at any time.  

· Exception:  Hose loading, members may ride on the hose bed and tailboard while loading hose only when the apparatus is operated at low speed and a spotter is present and has visual contact with the driver and the riders.
4.4 Probationary Personnel.  In accordance with SOG 6-1 & Policy 214 members are considered trainees until successful completion of the District driver/operator training program.
4.5 Engineers and Drivers.  If available, personnel holding the qualification of Engineer shall operate District vehicles in emergency situations.  If an Engineer is not available, a member who has “Driver” status may operate the vehicle.  If none of the above is available, the apparatus shall be considered out-of-service and shall not respond unless directed to do so by a Chief Officer.  All apparatus drivers shall complete a walk around before entering the cab to assure no compartment doors are open and no equipment is loose.
4.6 Personal Protective Equipment.  With the exception of the apparatus operator, all personnel shall wear their full personal protective equipment ensemble that is appropriate to the type of incident, while responding to the scene of an emergency.
4.7 Seat Belts.  Seat belts shall be worn by all persons riding on District apparatus at all times the vehicle is in motion.

4.8 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus.  When responding to any alarm where the presence of smoke or other hazardous atmosphere is suspected, personnel shall don the self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) in the seat, less the face piece.  Members shall not remove their seatbelt to don the SCBA.  The donning of face pieces prior to arriving on the scene is at the discretion of the officer of the responding apparatus.

4.9 Backing of Apparatus.  No District engine or rescue truck shall be backed up without a signalman who can give hand signals to the apparatus operator, and who can insure the safety of backing the vehicle into a given location, to the extent possible. While an apparatus is backing, the apparatus operator shall utilize the vehicle’s emergency lights and shall sound three short blasts of the horn prior to backing.

4.10 Signalman.  The signalman assisting the apparatus operator in backing the unit shall place himself/herself in a position that the apparatus operator can see the signalman.  The signalman shall use the hand signals listed in Appendix B.  During adverse weather conditions or at night the signalman shall be equipped with light wands.

5. Other Types of Alarms

5.1 Medical Calls.  Only those personnel who are currently certified in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator may respond to calls for medical assistance.  Preference shall be given to those personnel with medical training in the following order:  EMT/Paramedic, EMT/Basic, First Responder, and CPR/AED certified personnel.

5.2 Air Cascade Alarms.  When responding to a request for an air cascade, the support truck should be staffed with two personnel, both of whom are certified to operate the air cascade.

5.3 All Terrain/Snow Rescue.  See SOG 4-9.
5.5 Open Burning/Illegal Burn/Controlled Burn.  YCFD12 does not regulate outdoor burning; this responsibility lies with Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency however occasionally units are dispatched to investigate open burning.  Whenever possible calls related to illegal burns, burning during a ban etc should be forwarded to Clean Air prior to any response.  The following guidelines are used when responding to these types of calls.
a. Respond code 1 unless the officer in charge feels an upgraded response is required; in most cases a command vehicle is sufficient.
b. Officer in charge make contact with the responsible party and determines type of fire (agricultural, recreational, warming etc).  If the burn is not within the rules of Clean Air the officer shall advise the responsible and request they extinguish the fire, if necessary and accepted by the responsible assist in extinguishment.

c. If the responsible is not cooperative the officer in charge shall advise SunComm to forward the illegal burn information to Clean Air.

d. Officer in charge to complete report form documenting the incident and outcome.
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